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our hill provinces. Nearly the whole of the traffic of Ladak is
transported on these sheep. They are food, clothing, and
carriage, and form the principal wealth of the people of Ladak. I
have seen a single flock of six hundred sheep, entirely laden with
wool; and in one day I have counted as many as from five to six
thousand sheep laden with shawl wool and common wool,
borax and sulphur, and quantities of dried apricots, all making
their way to the hill provinces on the south-west. The Huniya is,
therefore, much prized; and a man s wealth is generally
estimated by the number of his sheep. The average price is two
rupees and a half (or five shillings), but fine strong rams are
worth from three to four rupees. The whole trade of Ladak does
not exceed 30,000 small maunds of sixteen...
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