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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Independence of Cuba: Remarks in the Senate April
18, 1898 As a treaty is a compact between independent nations, whenever it is proposed to enter into a treaty
the question necessarily arises as to whether the party proposing to become bound by it is an independent
nation. The President, therefore, before he enters into the consideration of the subject-matter of a treaty
necessarily must make inquiries as to whether the other party is a national sovereignty and has an independent
existence. So, whenever such question is presented to the President as incidental to the exercise of the treaty-
making power, the President must determine that question of national independence, which involves the
competency of the party proposing to enter into the contract; but when he has decided that question and
enters into the treaty, it must be submitted to the Senate for its concurrence, as provided in the Constitution.
The Senate of the United States must necessarily pass in review all the elements which are primarily to be
considered by the Executive whenever the making of a treaty is involved, and among those elements is the
question as to the competency of one of the parties to the contract. The Senate must, therefore, make inquiry,
in the exercise of its undoubted authority as an incident to its power to advise the President in respect to the
making of a treaty, whether the opposite party is an independent nation competent to enter into the contract.
Mr. President, the Senate may differ with the President in his determination that the party proposing the treaty
is an independent nation. It may decide that it is not possessed of national...
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