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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: .The sun-fish has a great many relations called globe-fishes. They are
some of them no larger than a foot-ball, and others a great deal larger. They are armed with spines, or
prickles, like the hedgehog. And some of them have a regular coat of mail. They may be said to be among the
armed creatures of the Ocean. But the most curious part of their habits has yet to be told. The whole family
have a means of defence such as we have not before met with. When one of them is alarmed it can puff its body
out like a round ball. Then its spines stand up, and appear to its enemies like an array of Rpears. One of the
globe-fishes is called Pennant s globe-fish, because it was discovered by a famous traveller of the name of
Pennant. It has a crop a little like the crop of a fowl. It is, in fact, one of its stomachs. When the fish is alarmed,
or in a passion, it puffs out this crop like a balloon. Then it turns over, and floats on its back. While it is in this
distended state it loses all power of guiding itself, and is drifted about at the mercy of the waves. But its prickles
all stand up, so that it is really fully armed, and dangerous to any creature that approaches it. When it wants to
empty the air from its crop, it lets it off by...
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