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this being the Assyrian name for Venus;--and, however trifling
the sum thrown to her may be, its refusal would be unlawful,
because the silver so offered becomes sacred, and is applied to
religious purposes. The woman is obliged, therefore, to follow
him, and the two repair at once to one of the semi-secluded
alcoves of the temple designed for the purpose in view. At length,
having performed her duty to the goddess, she returns home,
and cannot be again subjected to the ordeal, whatever may be
the sum of money offered her. Those who are fortunate enough
to be pretty or elegantly dressed do not remain long in the
temple. The homely and otherwise less-favored must stay
longer, because they are not able to so readily fulfill their
mission, and for this reason some have been obliged to dwell
there for three or...
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