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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The New Japanese Civil Code: As Material for the
Study of Comparative Jurisrudence; A Paper Read at the International Congress of Arts and Science, at the
Universal Exposition, Saint Louis 1904 In responding to the call of the Committee of the Congress to deliver a
lecture on Comparative Law, | have, for reasons which will not be far to seek, taken the new Japanese Civil Code
as the subject of my discourse. If, at the outset, | may be allowed to use a paradoxical expression in
characterizing that law-book, | should say that the East and the West, the Past and the Present meet in the new
Japanese Civil Code. | mean that the codification of private law in Japan was the result of the great political
and social revolution, which followed the opening of the country and the introduction of Western ideas; so that
the Code embodies in itself both archaic and modern elements on the one hand, and Oriental and Occidental
elements on the other. It is, so to speak, a connecting link between the Past and the Present, between the East
and the West, and stands at the cross-roads of historical and comparative jurisprudence. It is, on that account,
peculiarly interesting to scientific jurists, as supplying them with materials which few other systems can furnish.
It will be my endeavour, in this lecture, to show the effect which the contact of the Western civilization with that
of the East has produced on the civil law of the country, thereby illustrating some of the leading principles of
the evolution of law by reference to the rules of the Code. The scope of my...
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