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Anchor. 1 Paperback(s), 2007. soft. Book Condition: New. At the center of this sweeping history of the American
West are Kit Carsonan enigmatic man who twice married Indians but butchered the Navajo mercilessly when
called upon by his government to do soand Narbona, the Navajo leader who in his old age watched the blue-
clad soldiers from the east sweep away the Mexicans who had been his enemies for so long."Blood and
Thunder is a full-blown history, and [Hampton] Sides does every part of it justice. Five years ago he set out to
write a book on the removal of the Navajos from Canyon de Chelly and their Long Walk to the Bosque Redondo,
hundreds of miles from their homeland, where they were held as prisoners of war. But in the course of his
research a much larger story unfolded, the story of the opening of the West, from the heyday of the mountain
men in the early 1800's to the clash of three cultures, as the newcomers from the East encountered the ancient
Puebloans and the established Hispanic communities in what is now New Mexico, to the Civil War in the West
and its aftermathand all of it is full of blood and thunder, the realities and the caricatures of conquest. By
telling this story, Sides fills a conspicuous void in the history of the American West."NYTBR 578.
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