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I.B.Tauris & Co Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Spirit of Tolerance in Islam, Reza Shah-
Kazemi, In 1932, the eminent British scholar of Islam, Sir Hamilton Gibb, wrote: "The nobility and broad
tolerance of this religion [Islam], which accepted all the real religions of the world as God-inspired, will always
be a glorious heritage for mankind. No other society has such a record of success in uniting, in an equality of
status, of opportunity, and of endeavor, so many and so various races of humanity." (Whither Islam?) Such
scholarly objectivity towards the tolerance which has historically characterized the Islamic tradition as a whole
is in short supply these days. Through an insidious symbiosis of fanatical Muslims and prejudiced Islamophobes,
the very opposite image of Islam has emerged as one of the most dangerous stereotypes of our times. The most
cursory glance at history will not only reveal the falsity of this stereotype of an intolerant Islam, it will also
reveal the little known fact that, not so long ago, it was the Islamic world that provided models of tolerant
conduct for a fanatically intolerant Christian world tearing itself apart over dogmatic diIerences. The first part
of this monograph examines the historical record of tolerance in the Islamic tradition, illustrating the
expression of the principle of tolerance through the rule of such dynasties as the Ottomans, Mughals, Fatimids,
and the Umayyads of Spain. In the second, the principle of tolerance is shown to be rooted in the spirit of the
Qur'anic revelation and embodied in the exemplary conduct of the Prophet.
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