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Excerpt: . well, O Parmenides, but thou hast not demonstrated
the disposition of the smoke to posterity, nor how the same is
whitened! The Twelfth Dictum. Lucas saith: | will speak at this
time, following the steps of the ancients. Know, therefore, all ye
seekers after Wisdom, that this treatise is not from the
beginning of the ruling !* Take quicksilver, ! which is from the
male, and coagulate according to custom. Observe that | am
speaking to you in accordance with custom, because it has
been already coagulated. Here, therefore, is not the beginning
of the ruling, but | prescribe this method, namely, that you
shall take the quicksilver from the male, and shall either
impose upon iron, tin, or governed copper, and it will be
whitened.* * A further insight into the artificial character of the
book is afforded at this point. The...
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