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city of the dead ! thou stand st Ever amid the bloom of sunny skies And blush of odours, and the stars of heaven
Look, with a mild and holy eloquence, Upon thee, realm of silence! Diamond dew And vernal rain and sunlight
and sweet airs Forever visit thee; and morn and eve Dawn first and linger longest on thy tombs Crown d with
their wreaths of love and rendering back From their wrought columns all the glorious beams, That herald
morn or bathe in trembling light The calm and holy brow of shadowy eve. Empire of pallid shades! though
thou art near The noisy traffic and thronged intercourse Of man, yet stillness sleeps, with drooping eyes And
meditative brow, forever round Thy bright and sunny borders; and the trees, That shadow thy fair monuments,
are green Like hope that watches o er the dead, or love That crowns their memories; and lonely birds Lift up
their simple songs amid the boughs, And with a gentle voice, wail o er the lost, The gifted and the beautiful, as
they Were parted spirits hovering o er dead forms Till judgment summons earth to its account. Here t is a bliss
to wander when the clouds Paint the pale azure, scattering o er the scene Sunlight and shadow, mingled yet
distinct, And the broad olive leaves, like human sighs, Answer the whispering zephyr, and soft buds The
Cemetery of Ptris. Unfold their hearts to the sweet...
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