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Penguin (Non-Classics). Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 320 pages. Dimensions: 7.6in. x 5.1in. x
0.7in.When the exotic stranger Vianne Rocher arrives in the old French village of Lansquenet and opens a
chocolate boutique called La Celeste Praline directly across the square from the church, Father Reynaud
identifies her as a serious danger to his flock. It is the beginning of Lent: the traditional season of self-denial. The
priest says shell be out of business by Easter. To make matters worse, Vianne does not go to church and has a
penchant for superstition. Like her mother, she can read Tarot cards. But she begins to win over customers with
her smiles, her intuition for everyones favourites, and her delightful confections. Her shop provides a place, too,
for secrets to be whispered, grievances aired. She begins to shake up the rigid morality of the community.
Viannes plans for an Easter Chocolate Festival divide the whole community. Can the solemnity of the Church
compare with the pagan passion of a chocolate clairFor the first time, here is a novel in which chocolate enjoys
its true importance, emerging as an agent of transformation. Rich, clever, and mischievous, reminiscent of a
folk tale or fable, this is a triumphant read with a memorable character at its heart. Says Harris: You might see
Vianne as an archetype or a mythical figure. I prefer to see her as the lone gunslinger who blows into the town,
has a showdown with the man in the black hat, then moves on relentless. But on another level she is a perfectly
real person with real insecurities and a very human desire for love and acceptance. Her qualities too kindness,
love, tolerance are very human. Vianne and her young daughter Anouk, come into town on Shrove Tuesday.
Carnivals make us uneasy,...
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